LIBERAL ARTS ROXBURY
Andrea McGinty: Real Simple
May 28-August 21, 2022
Opening reception Saturday May 28, 4-6pm

LIBERAL ARTS ROXBURY is pleased to present a solo exhibition of photographs by
Andrea McGinty. Real Simple, featuring large-scale cut, sewn and woven photographs
depicting the artist’s life upstate, opens Saturday May 28, 2022, with a reception at the
gallery from 4-6pm.
Real Simple takes its title from a lifestyle magazine of the same name that boasts clever
solutions for keeping life “simple and stress free.” Andrea McGinty’s late mother used to
save issues of the magazine, a subscription she obtained by donating to a local charity,
to gift to her daughter on visits home. While offering an enticing minimalist
dreamscape, the magazine’s aspirational content can look more like a source of anxiety
when looked at from the right angle—as a never-ending to-do list for navigating a
complicated world, one far removed from its idealistic pages.
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The title also makes reference to the concept of the “simple life.” All of McGinty’s
photographs in the show were taken over the course of four years spanning the artist’s
move from the city to rural New York, a period that also coincided with the loss of her
mother and a rapidly changing world. Casual cellphone snapshots, the kind taken with
plans of gracing social media, whose fate is more often than not to be lost somewhere
in digital memory, picture fleeting attempts to freeze a moment in time, a desperation
to capture both the wonder and banality of nature, our longing for it, and a growing
sense of disconnect from it in our everyday life. The photos seem on the surface to be
relatively simple constructions but they are printed onto vinyl and methodically cut,
woven, layered, and sewn back onto canvas. The effect is a sort of analog pixelization,
altering the information just slightly enough to disorient, to reframe. In so doing,
McGinty projects the absurdity, mundanity, and paranoia of perpetual, obsessive selfdocumentation and exploration.
McGinty’s artwork revolves around the baseline elements of existence that build the
foundation for our relationship to society. Home, family, health, and nature have a
tendency to become abstracted, politicized, and pathologized in our contemporary
reality. Her work filters the weight of the world through preoccupations freighted with
memory, fear, the abstract nature of the unconscious mind, and a fascination with life,
death, growth, and change.
Andrea McGinty (b. 1985, Sunrise, FL) is an artist and writer based in Hamden, New
York. She received her MFA in Fine Arts from the School of Visual Arts in 2014, and a BA
in Art History from Florida Atlantic University in 2007. McGinty’s work has been
exhibited internationally, most recently at Petra Bibeau (New York, NY); Lane Meyer
Projects (Denver, CO); International Waters (Brooklyn, NY); Essex Flowers (New York,
NY); and East Hampton Shed (East Hampton, NY); with forthcoming exhibitions at
Rachel Uffner (New York, NY) and Lighthouse Works (Fishers Island, NY), where she was
awarded a fellowship in 2018. Her 2022 solo exhibition Clint Eastwood at Sunny NY
(New York, NY) was reviewed in The Brooklyn Rail. Her work has previously been
featured in Mousse Magazine, W Magazine, The New York Times, and The Paris Review.
McGinty is the author of Ah Yes, Bad Things, a photography and poetry chapbook
published by Soft City Printing (Brooklyn, NY), and God, I Don't Even Know Your Name, a
novella published by Badlands Unlimited (New York, NY), which was released as part of
Paul Chan’s Hugo Boss Prize exhibition at the Guggenheim Museum of Art.
All events at Liberal Arts are free and open to the general public.
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